
 

 

 

Thevenard / Mackerel Islands Information  
 
 

Possession Limits 
 
The finfish possession limit is the maximum quantity of finfish – either whole or in pieces – that a person may 
have in their control/ownership in Western Australia. Exceptions apply, please see below*  
 

 
Transporting Seafood 

• ALL fillets must have skin ATTACHED when being transported on water (this includes when returning from 
the islands). 

• Unless it can be proven otherwise, you are assumed to be in possession/control of fish if you are using/in 
control of a vessel, vehicle, refrigerator, freezer, icebox or other storage device in which fish are found. 

o If the amount of fish exceeds more than one person’s possession limit, all other people in possession 
of the excess fish must be readily on hand. 

• You cannot transport unaccompanied fish via commercial courier. 
• There is no possession limit for squid, however the boat limit of 30 applies (this includes when returning 

form the islands). There must be at least 2 people on board with a current RFBL each.  
• Rock lobster must be WHOLE when being transported on water (this includes when returning from the 

islands).  

Recreational Fishing Licences  

• You are required to have a Recreational Fishing from Boat Licence (RFBL) if you are fishing from a boat. 
o Multiple people can fish under the same RFBL; however, you are only entitled to the 1 licence’s bag 

limit per day. 
• You do not need a licence to fish from the shore unless you arrived at your fishing location via boat. 

Other licences apply for rock lobster, abalone, marron, South-west freshwater angling and net fishing. 
 

 

Labelling 

• Labels with your full name must be attached to the fillets if the amount of fillets in the 
bag/container/receptacle EXCEEDS 1 person’s possession limit. 

• Labels must be 75mm (L) x 25mm (W). 

 

Whole Fish 

• Blackspotted (malabar) rockcod, goldspotted (estuary) rockcod, barramundi, and whaler shark must be 
transported on water and brought onto land WHOLE as these species have maximum size limits. 

 

*Other rules apply when a person is on or has just completed an overnight fishing charter, or when the fish is located at the 
person’s principal place of residence, Abrolhos Islands, Shark Bay’s Freycinet Estuary, or Lalang-garram / Camden Sound Marine 
Park.  
 
Refer to the recreational fishing guide for more details or call your nearest Fisheries office.  

A person is entitled to possess a maximum of: 

o 10kg of finfish fillets from ANY species. 
o Plus, an additional 10kg of LARGE PELAGIC FINFISH fillets such as mackerel, tuna or shark, 

which MUST have skin attached.   

OR 

o 10kg of finfish fillets, plus one day’s bag limit of whole fish or fish trunks. 

OR 

o 2 days’ bag limit of whole fish. 

    NOTE: You cannot possess a mix of the above options, you must choose only ONE option. 
       Barramundi has a possession limit of 2 fish (4 fillets) per person. 


